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ABOUT THE AUTHOR & ILLUSTRATOR
Andrea Curtis has written books for kids on topics
that range from fast food to city trees. When she's
not writing, she likes to explore urban ravines,
read and throw frisbees with her kids (not all at the
same time). She lives in Toronto with her family.
Visit her at www.andreacurtiskids.ca.

Katy Dockrill is a Toronto illustrator with a passion for line.
When not sketching, you may find her biking, swimming,
reading or gardening. She shares a creative home with her
husband, daughter and a tabby named Kitty.
Visit her at www.katydockrill.com

ABOUT THE BOOK
City of Water is a Junior Library Guild Gold Standard Selection!
“This non-fiction picture book makes clear that water conservation is essential
through mind-boggling and fascinating facts about how water moves from the
forests, mountains, lakes, and rivers into our homes and back out again.” — Quill &
Quire
“Insightful STEM offering.”—Booklist
“It’s difficult to forget water’s importance after reading these gentle, informative
pages…. Educational and stylish.”—Kirkus

www.andreacurtiskids.ca

CURRICULUM LINKS
Science
Grade 5, Understanding Earth and Space Systems (Conservation of Energy and
Resources)
Grade 7, Understanding Life Systems (Interactions in the Environment)
Social Studies
Grade 3, People and Environments: Living and Working in Ontario
Grade 4, People and Environments: Political and Physical Regions of Canada
Grade 5, People and Environments: The Role of Government and Responsible
Citizenship
Grade 6, People and Environments: Canada’s Interactions With the Global
Community
Language Arts, all grades
Summarizing
Connecting
Questioning
Inferring
Synthesizing
Extending
Determining importance

CURRICULUM LINKS
COMMON CORE
Correlates to the Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.2
Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central
message or lesson.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.3
Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain
how their actions contribute to the sequence of events
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.1
Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly
and when drawing inferences from the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.4
Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the
senses.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
those that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.9
Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g., Cinderella stories)
by different authors or from different cultures.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.9
Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of
good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional
literature from different cultures.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Did you learn anything new about how water gets to your tap in City of Water? If so,
what was it?
2. What can you do to preserve and conserve water?
3. Why does the author think it’s so important to do this?
4. Do you know where the water comes from in your city? Is it clean? Can you drink it?
Do you?
5. Does the water where you live have a taste? You might not even notice until you go
somewhere else and find that it’s different. Do you know what makes it taste the way it
does?
6. What do you do already at home, school or as a community to save water and to
ensure it’s clean?
7. Were you surprised to learn that so many people don’t have access to clean drinking
water at home? What do you think this means for their daily life?
8. How does being close to water make you feel? Why do you think this makes some
people feel happier? Why would water help improve mental health?
9. Compare and contrast fresh water and salt water. What are the similarities and
differences?
10. Research how your city treats storm and sewer water before it goes back into the
watershed. The author writes about Toronto, where the sludge is turned into fertilizer
pellets for farmers and other cities where they are mining for precious metals in the
sewage. Does your city do anything like this? Why or why not?

ACTIVITIES & FURTHER DISCUSSION

1. Make a mindmap or draw a picture with all the things you do on a daily basis that
involve water. Start with the obvious, then go deeper. Think about the water involved in
making the products you use everyday.
2. The author describes the water filtration process on page 18-19. Try doing your own
experiment like this one on the National Geographic Kids website:
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/books/article/water-wonders
3. On page 20-21, the author notes that desalination is becoming more and more
common in some coastal areas. Make a list of the pros and cons of desalination as a
solution for the future. Try out this experiment: https://www.education.com/sciencefair/article/fresh-water-salt-water/
4. Make a poster to put up in your school or home about why it’s important to save
water. Tell other students and family members why we all have a responsibility to
preserve it.
5. Research the way Indigenous people in your region speak, write, sing about and
treat water now and in the past. How is it different from how settlers have handled this
important resource?
6. Write a persuasive letter to someone who thinks they have to drink bottled water
even though the water in their city is clean.
7. Write a poem about how water makes you feel. Use descriptive words and be sure
to include how it sounds, tastes and smells.

